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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

South Africa’s 
leaps to third place 
Before the elections on 22 April 
this year, South Africa came in 17th 
position on the IPU league table on 
women’s representation, with 33 
per cent female Parliamentarians. 
According to a report released by 
Gender Links, the numbers have now 
jumped to 45 per cent, putting South 
Africa in third place behind Rwanda 
and Sweden. 

South Africa is therefore firmly in 
the running to achieve the Southern 
African Development Community 
target of gender parity by 2015. 

South Africa uses a proportional 
representation list system to elect 
its MPs and according to the report, 
both the ANC and COPE put forward 
an equal number of male and female 
candidates.  Independent Democrats 
(ID) and Democratic Alliance (DA) also 
made improvements, although they 
did not succeed in fielding an equal 
number of men and women in the top 
50 seats. 

The increase in women’s 
representation this time around is one 
of the largest that the country has 
seen. 

A look at other 
elections from 
around the world

Montenegro
South Africa was not the only country 
holding parliamentary elections over 
the last month. Also going to the polls 
was Montenegro on 29th March 2009. 
Following the earlier elections in 2006, 
the country ranked 98th in the IPU 
league table with 11.1 per cent of 
its MPs being women. Following the 
most recent elections, Montenegro’s 
Parliamentarians have now even 
further decreased to 8.6 per cent. 

However, this figure may still slightly 
change once the Government has 
been formed, as Montenegran 
electoral law determines that any seat 
of an MP becoming a Minister will go 
to the ‘next-in-line’ candidate. This 
may therefore improve or even further 
decrease the number of women in the 
Parliament. 

Iceland 
Also going to the polls was Iceland 
on 25th April. Before these latest 
elections, Iceland came 15th in the 
IPU league table with 33.3 per cent of 
its representatives in the Althingi being 
women. 

Following the most recent elections, 
Iceland has now 42.8 per cent female 
MPs. 

Both Montenegro and Iceland use 
a form of proportional system, with 
the former using a closed-list and the 
latter a form of an open-list system. 

Morocco’s move 
to improve 
female political 
representation
According to the Maghrebia website, 
Morocco’s Interior Minister recently 
announced that funding for a 
public awareness campaign aimed 
at increasing women’s political 
representation and a change in the 
political culture to allow for that to 
happen. 

10 million Dirham will be made 
available to support projects working 
on this. The Government has now 
invited to political parties and civil 
society organizations to put forward 
suggestions as to how to best use this 
money. 

It is understood that some of these 
projects will be underway before the 
nomination process starts on 18 May 
this year.  
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PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS

Birmingham 
Votes ‘09
Does politics matter? Well on Saturday 
9th May, the Electoral Reform Society 
is holding Birmingham Votes ’09, 
an opportunity for the people of 
Birmingham to make politics work for 
them.

The day will be a chance for local 
community campaigns, faith groups, 
NGOs and the public to discuss how 
they can make their voices heard in 
the June election and beyond.
Activities include:

Democracy question time - come with 
your thoughts on making democracy 
better and put them to our panel of 
local politicians 

Workshops and presentations – learn 
how to maximise voter power with our 
campaigning and elections experts 
Voter registration drive - ensure you 
are able to have your say on election 
day.

MEP speed dating – get up close and 
personal with your candidates for the 
EU elections 

Local and national campaigns – sign 
up to change on your street, change 
in Birmingham, or change to the whole 
political system!  
 
Places are limited. To find our 
more please visit our website, or 
to register for your free place email 
birminghamvotes@electoral-reform.org.uk.

Fawcett Society 
publishes 
Democracy Toolkit 
Fawcett has launched ‘Your Voice’, 
a guide to democracy with useful 
information about how ethnic minority 
women can access political power. 
You can download the toolkit in PDF 
format from their website. 

Make a difference in your community

Find out more about what you can do and what you can achieve. Listen to 
inspirational women including Maria Eagle MP and Deputy Minister for Women 
and Equality, Baroness Uddin, Chair of the Women Councillors Taskforce, Mia
Jones, Taskforce Member, Councillor Anna Rothery and others about how they 
got involved in public life.

More information from: www.equalities.gov.uk

Calling all Women!
Your Local Council Needs You!

Interested in local issues? Got the commitment and drive to make
change?  Want to champion issues in your area? 

To register please go to: www.livegroup.co.uk/BAME
or telephone: 020 8481 3375

Email: BAME@livegroup.co.uk

This FREE event is on Friday 29 May from 6.00m - 8.30pm at
Liverpool Town Hall, High Street, L2 3SW

Local councillors play a vital role in their communities - we want to encourage 
more women, especially those from minority ethnic backgrounds, to get involved.

GETTING INVOLVED  
Reminder – Sign up to support Votes at 16 

The Electoral Reform Society is involved in a number of different 
campaigns with one of these being Votes at 16. You can now sign up 
to support this campaign by visiting their website. 

Sign up to become a member of the Electoral Reform Society 
If you want to get more involved with the Electoral Reform Society visit 
our website and become a member! 

Are you part of the debate?
Last year we celebrated the anniversaries of women’s right to vote. This 
year we are campaigning for change!

If you are interested in finding out more about how you can be part of 
the Women and the Vote campaign in 2009, please go to our website. 
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