
Electoral Reform Society Limited
Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Electoral Reform Society held on Saturday 30 November at the Hilton Doubletree in Manchester.
Members present:
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James Angus

Derrick Arnott
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Colin Buchanan

Nigel Catling
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Doug Cowan

Cien Crawley
Justina Cruickshank

Chris Finlayson


	Lisa French

Christopher Graham

David Green

Darren Hughes

Diana Kealey

Ruth Kelly

Lizzie Lawless

Andrea Marcelli

Cyril Meadows

Oliver Moule

Jon Narcross

Gareth Nash

Bruce Nixon

Declan O’Neill


	Michela Palese

Steven Powell

Tony Price

Esther Roberton

Ken Ritchie

Vicky Seddon

Ian Simpson

Chris Terry

Stuart Thomas

David Thorn
Keith Underhill

Jon Walsh

Steve Whitley




1. Apologies and Welcome from the Chair

1.1
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. Apologies were received from:
Michael Ansell, Nigel Baldwin, Jim Berrington, David Browning, Mike Burdett, Graham Cooper, Dave Church, Kirsten De Keyser, Anne De Voil, Jean Edwards, Donal Farrell, Dennis Franklin, Sophie Franklin, Norman Graves, Andrew Horner, Klina Jordan, Robin Lambert, Howard Linsley, Stephanie Lodge, David Mathieson, John McIver, Micheal Meadowcroft, Moira Monaghan, Georgina Owen, Madeline Peasgood, John Pindar, Joyce Reeve, Richard Riddle, Peter Rutherford, Neil Salvesen, Dr David Schley, Keith Sharp, Barbara Sheils, Joe Sousek, Mary Southcott, James Swartz, Pat Sykes, Dick Symonds, Howard Thomas, Barry Thorpe, Anthony Tuffin, John Turley, Mary Venning, David Vincent, Rosalie Walker, Kate West, Georgina Wild, Kenn Wild, David Wood
1.2
The Chair informed the meeting of the sad news that Mrs. Jean Bradshaw MBE passed away on 21st August, after a long illness. Older members will remember that Jean was a volunteer with the Society in the 1980s, was a member of Council, and later was a Vice President and a Life Member. She founded Electoral Reform International Services (ERIS) and was Chair until 2004 when she was forced to stand down because of the first signs of her illness. In the New Year Honours 2001 she was awarded the MBE for her Services to Supporting Democracy. 
The Chair sent condolences on behalf of all at the Society to Jean’s family and friends.
2. Minutes of the previous AGM on 01 December 2018, GM on 10 July 2019 and matter arising.
2.1 The Chair asked members to accept the minutes of the 2018 AGM as an accurate record. Two members present advised they were incorrectly listed as having given apologies when they had attended the meeting. 

2.2 The 2018 AGM minutes will be corrected to reflect the members’ attendance, and, once approved by the ERS Council, brought to the 2020 AGM for approval by the membership. 
2.3 The Chair asked members to accept the minutes of the 2019 GM as an accurate record. These minutes were AGREED nem con.
3. Receiving and adopting the Financial Statements for the year to 31 Dec 2018
3.1 The Treasurer presented the 2018 Financial Statements alongside Jane Marshall, Partner at BHP Chartered Accountants and answered members’ questions from the floor. The Chair asked members to adopt the Financial Statements. This was AGREED nem con.
3.2 A member requested that more financial information be included in the annual report and it was agreed this would be considered.
4. Appointment of Auditors
4.1
The Chair put it to members that BHP Chartered Accountants be reappointed as the Society’s auditors for 2019-20. This was AGREED nem con.


5. Special and Ordinary Resolutions
5.1
The meeting proceeded to debate the following Special and Ordinary resolutions:
5.2
Special Resolution 1: PR Top Priority

This meeting resolves that:

1. the Electoral Reform Society shall now give top priority to achieving the Society’s primary object of Proportional Representation by Single Transferable Vote for all public elections in the UK before pursuing secondary objects and

2. that object shall now be given prominence on the Society’s website and

3. Council shall report annually to all members on action taken and progress made towards achieving

that object.

Proposed by Anthony Tuffin
Following a debate with members speaking in favour and against the resolution, a poll was taken. 

There were 161 votes FOR and 151 votes AGAINST (with 11 abstentions and 0 spoilt ballots). This gave 49.8% in favour of the motion, meaning the 75% threshold required for it to be passed was not reached.
The Special Resolution was therefore NOT PASSED.

5.3
Special Resolution 2: Invalid Council Election
This meeting resolves that in respect of the Council elections held in 2019:

1. The breaches of the Articles and Byelaws in respect of the nominations process shall be regarded as not substantial and the nominations shall be allowed to stand, save that all candidates shall within seven days be given notice of such intention and if any candidate objects within seven days of such notice the nominations process shall be re-run.

2. The breaches of the Articles and Byelaws related to the running of the ballot are substantial and the process shall be re-run as soon as practically possible using a corrected process, in particular:

a. Prior to the issue of ballots an audit of membership shall be conducted to

determine whether memberships cancelled in the last 12 months on the

grounds of non-payment of fees had been subject to notice in accordance

with the Articles and memberships incorrectly terminated shall be reinstated.

b. The re-run ballot process shall comply with the Articles and Byelaws.

3. The present Council shall remain in office until the new Council is appointed on declaration of the result of the re-run election and shall limit its activities to those matters necessary for maintenance of good order and the status quo, including the continuance of campaigning in accordance with the Society’s objects.

Proposed by Mike Burdett
Following a debate with members speaking in favour and against the resolution, a poll was taken. 

There were 51 votes FOR and 232 votes AGAINST (with 36 abstentions and 0 spoilt ballots). This gave 16% in favour of the motion, meaning the 75% threshold required for it to be passed was not reached. 

The Special Resolution was therefore NOT PASSED.
5.4
Ordinary Resolution 1: Mobilising support for electoral reform within the Labour movement
This meeting resolves to call for the Electoral Reform Society and its Politics for the Many campaign to contact all members and supporters who are also members of the Labour Party and/or an affiliated trade union in order to:

- Share with them a model motion for tabling at a meeting of their Labour and/or trade union branch that explicitly calls for the Labour Party and/or their trade union to adopt a policy of opposing First Past the Post and supporting moves to introduce a new voting system for general elections.
- Actively and enthusiastically encourage them to table such motions as a crucial means of shifting affiliated unions’ and the Labour Party’s policies towards greater openness to, and support for, a proportional voting system.

And, resolves to call for this action be taken immediately, and within ten working days of the passage of this resolution at the most, to enable members of trade unions to meet the fast approaching deadlines for submitting motions to their 2020 trade union conferences.

Proposed by Joe Sousek
Following a debate with members speaking in favour and against the resolution, a poll was taken. 

There were 96 votes FOR and 196 votes AGAINST (with 27 abstentions and 0 spoilt ballots). This gave 30.1% in favour of the motion, meaning the 50% threshold required for it to be passed was not reached. 

The Ordinary Resolution was therefore NOT PASSED.

5.5
Ordinary Resolution 2: Invalid Council Election
This meeting resolves that in respect of the Council elections held in 2019:

1. The members regret that there were a number of breaches of the Articles and Byelaws in the conduct of this election.

2. The members express their desire that future elections will be conducted strictly in accordance with the Articles and Byelaws.

3. Members request that a copy of The Election Panel’s report to Council be made available to all members, subject to redaction of any confidential information.

Proposed by Mike Burdett
Following a debate with members speaking in favour and against the resolution, a poll was taken. 

There were 79 votes FOR and 208 votes AGAINST (with 31 abstentions and 0 spoilt ballots). This gave 24.8% in favour of the motion, meaning the 50% threshold required for it to be passed was not reached. 

The Ordinary Resolution was therefore NOT PASSED.

6.  
AOB
6.1 
The Chair thanked all members and supporters in attendance who contributed to the day. The Chair welcomed those new Council members recently elected: Cien Crawley, Christopher Graham, David Green, Kirsten De Keyser and Esther Roberton and offered thanks on behalf of all at the ERS for those Council members who had served until the recent election: Abby Emery, Chris Finlayson, Kerri Prince, Ken Ritchie, Keith Sharp and Owen Winter.
6.2
Thanks were also formally expressed to staff and Council for their hard work throughout the year.
The AGM was closed at 17.15
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