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				Types of Voting System


									
						Different voting systems have a variety of different features, ranging from how proportional they are (whether seats in parliament reflect votes cast), the connection between MPs and their communities and the extent to which voters can choose between different candidates.

					

				
									
						Use the filters to shuffle the electoral systems based on these criteria. Remember, the star rating on each voting system is just a rough guide!

					

				
			

			
		


	





		

			


	Order voting systems by those with the best:


	Proportionality

	Voter choice

	Local representation

	
		
			Select
Proportionality
Voter choice
Local representation



			Filter
		

	





			

	
		
			

				

					

						First Past the Post


						First Past the Post (FPTP) is the name for the electoral system used to elect Members of Parliament (MPs) to Westminster.



						
							Read More >
						


					


					
						

							Where it's used


								Westminster
	United States
	India
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							Voter choice
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						Single Transferable Vote


						With the Single Transferable Vote (STV), the mix of opinions in parliament matches the strength of their support in the country, and representatives - for example, Members of Parliament - have a strong connection to their local area. 



						
							Read More >
						


					


					
						

							Where it's used


								Ireland
	Scottish Local Elections
	Northern Ireland Assembly
	Malta
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						 Additional Member System


						The Additional Member System (AMS) uses a mix of First Past the Post constituencies and Party Lists.



						
							Read More >
						


					


					
						

							Where it's used


								Scottish Parliament
	Senedd Cymru / Welsh Parliament
	Germany
	New Zealand
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						Alternative Vote Plus


						Recommended by the Jenkins Commission in 1998, the Alternative Vote Plus (AV+) system has not been used anywhere in the world.
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							Where it's used


								Nowhere
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						Two-Round System


						The top two candidates go through to a second election and voters choose their favourite.
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							Where it's used


								Presidents of many countries
	France
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						Alternative Vote


						With the Alternative Vote (AV) your constituency gets a Member of Parliament (MP) the majority support.
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							Where it's used


								Australia
	Irish President
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						Supplementary Vote


						With the Supplementary Vote (SV), candidates have to campaign to get a broader base of support.
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							Where it's used


								Formerly Mayors and PCCs
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						Borda Count


						A rarely used points based electoral system.



						
							Read More >
						


					


					
						

							Where it's used


								Nauru
	Kiribati
	Eurovision
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						Party List Proportional Representation


						In Party List systems, seats in parliament closely match how many votes each party receives, but there is often a weaker constituency link.
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							Where it's used


								Israel
	Norway
	South Africa
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				What are voting systems


				Voting systems are the way we elect our politicians. The type of system we use decides whether our government truly represent us and whether we can hold them to account if they let us down.


				
				
					Learn more about voting systems >
				

			


		


	



		


		
	









	
		
			
				
					We need you on board to help make sure every voice is heard				


				
					Join our newsletter >
				
			


			
				
					
						About the Electoral Reform Society					


					The Electoral Reform Society (ERS) is an independent, non-partisan organisation leading the campaign for your democratic rights.

				


				
					
						Join the ERS					


					Take your place among the ERS Members who support our work in parliament, in the press and online – for how we can fix Westminster's broken system.


										
						Join the ERS today >
					

									


								
					Join us online
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						Accessibility
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact Us
	Press Office


				

				A company limited by guarantee. registered in London, no. 958404. All content © 2017 Electoral Reform Society

			


			
				Website by Reason Digital
			

		

	








